2025 Season Hawk Count Report for Smith Point
Not counting the Hurricane Ike shortened year of 2008, this season’s count is the lowest in the 29 year history, coming in at 38 % of the average.

August
 The first 10 days of the count had a few more N wind days than a typical August including a 2182 raptor day and 3 days with 250 or more birds. The last 6 days of the month had several mini cold fronts that became stationary and brought unsettled conditions with lots of storm cells and rain in the area and few birds. 
	Aug 20 thru 24 total count was 2,991. The count went into a deep swoon after this and did not get back to a more normal flow until October 19.
A Great Kiskadee on 8/23
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I compared the previous 28 years average to this month’s count which was 165 % above. Osprey, Swainson’s Hawk and Mississippi and Swallow-tailed Kites were all well above average. All the other expected August birds were well below average except for Northern Harrier at 90 %.
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September
A slow month. Mid-month started out with mornings with 1 to 4 hours of moderate north winds that changed to east and southeast. The usual sweet spot of the count, the last week of September, had moderate N and NE winds for 6 days but with few birds. The high count for the season was Sept. 25 with 2,240 raptors. Three of those counts started at dawn looking for strong Sharp-shinned flights that did not happen. September was 27 % of the historical average.
	Love bugs stood out with a bumper crop well into October. Dragonflies had some big days.
This month's count as compared to the 27 year average:
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Sharp-shinned, Broad-winged and kestrels jump out with their low %'s.
Red-tailed and Swallow-tailed Kites were above average.



October
A slow month. 9 northerly wind days but not a lot of birds. October 19 was a decent bird day and the rest of the month picked up on a daily basis after this. Oct. 30 had the high count at 1902, mostly Turkey Vultures. 
Some highlights for the month: 2 Rufous, 1 Anna's and 1 Black-chinned Hummingbird. A Harris's Hawk visited on 10/10.
The month came in at 27 % of the October average, the same % as September. Broad-winged were 11% of average.
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November
A slightly below average November at 95 % of the historical average. In the 2018 season the last 2 days of the count, Nov. 14 and 15, 3046 raptors were counted. A decision was made to extend the count to the end of November. To find a good comparative average the 2018 season to the 2024 season were used.
Highlights: a couple of River Otters, a Black-chinned Hummingbird. 2 Couch's Kingbirds on 11/16 and a juvenile Golden Eagle on 11/25. On November 2nd 350 Broad-winged Hawks migrated through and late in the month, 11/25-27, 62 Broad-winged Hawks came by, 42 on the 26th. Joe checked out the tower on December 2, a good north wind day, and had 11 more Broad-winged. Nice numbers for so late in the season.
Bald Eagles were strong with counts of 11 and 15 on the 26th and 27th.
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The vultures, Bald Eagle and Merlin were above average and Swainson's slightly below. Broad-winged had the highest monthly % of average for the season. 

Season
[bookmark: _Hlk216951227]Not counting the Hurricane Ike shortened year of 2008, this season’s count is the lowest in the 29 year history, coming in at 38 % of the average.
The chart below shows this season as a % of the historical average.
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Broad-winged Hawks, Sharp-shinned and Kestrels were very low at 18 %, 25 % and 16 % of average.
Northern Harrier and Peregrine were well below average.
Black and Turkey Vultures, Mississippi and Swallow-tailed Kites were above average.
Osprey, Red-tailed and Swainson's Hawks and Merlins were close to average.
The 3 highest count days were: 
2240, mostly Broad-winged on Sept 25,
2182, mostly Mississippi Kites on August 20 
1902, mostly Turkey Vultures on October 30
These were the only 1000 plus bird days.
I took a look at Corpus Christi's count and they were 130 % of normal for the season. Broad-winged 
were 138 % of normal so there does not appear to be a problem with Broad-winged overall numbers. Corpus was very low on Swainson's Hawks.
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Back to Smith Point
The 2023 season was record breaking at 324 % of average (177,839 raptors). The 2024 season was subpar at 65 % of average (38,799 birds). 
Why such a low count this season? One idea is it was a warm September and October and the thermals along I-10 and north were good and a more preferred route over moderate north winds. Only an idea and I really have no clue.

Thanks to the fine people who covered the count on my off day:
John Wright				Wyatt Egelhoff
Lynn Wright				Winnie Burkett
Jason Miles (frequent flyer)		Diane Humes
Carolyn Miles (frequent flyer)		Jenny Dudley


And the great volunteers
Joe Kennedy (frequent flyer)
Veda Hackell (frequent flyer)
Tomislav Gracanin
Linda Hoffman
Sara Harrison
Dave Hanson
Jana Whittle
Marcy Brown
Linda Gilbert
Martin Hagne
Sue Heath
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Season Hrs BV TV OS NH MK SK WK SS CH AG BW RT SW RSWT ZTFHGHHH AK ML PG PRAPCCBEGE TOTAL

28 yr Avg 7296316892321032519120124 618051124 0534395169703040 24 8 3 0 141001 79214 6 0 11 8 2635923

20258369266088528313824544184 115591132 0736036174 82715 16 4 3 0 101187 52 84 0 0 0 7 1828185

2025 as %

of Avg 115147 88134 42 128149 18 86 101 0 138103 1237 6652 94 0 70 119 66 39 0 0 0 90 58 130
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Date ObsBVTVOSBENHSSCHRSBWRTRLSWAKMLPGCC MK SKWKTOTAL

Hrs

8/15 7.75 3 6 7 3 19

8/16 7.75 3 4 19 3 29

8/17 8 1 1 2 5 11 65 1 86

8/18 8 1 5 9 1 16

8/19 8 3 8 1 20 32 9 73

8/20 8 4 31 11 2096 40 2182

8/21 8 10 1 9 214 15 1 250

8/22 4 1 6 7

8/23 5.5 1 1 1 9 248 9 269

8/24 8 12 266 5 283

8/25 8 1 1 1 1 5 1 20 16 46

8/26 8 1 1 1 5 8

8/27 8 1 1 2

8/28 6.75 1 2 3

8/29 9 1 9 10

8/30 8 1 1 9 11

8/31 3.75 0

Total: 124.5 0 0 11 0 2 2 5 0 81 3 0 76 0 0 1 02998114 1 3294
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2025 as % ObsBVTV OSBENH SSCHRS BWRT SWWTAKMLPGCC MK SKWKTOTAL

to the 28

year Avg 81 0 0 283 0 9064 26 0 23 54191 0 0 0 64 0 202178 68 165
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Sept ObsBVTVOS BENH SS CHRS BW RTSWFHWTHH AKMLPGCC MK SKWKTOTAL

27 year 234 24 16 27 2 679173591425693 19 31 0 2 0224 24 33 22863 31 3 30390

Avg

2025 234 0 0 23 11 40270205 2 5381 22 26 0 1 0 50 17 10 12212 33 2 8307

2025 as 

% of Avg 100 0 0 85724 59 29 5715 21118 83 0 59 0 22 72 30 60 77106 66 27
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October Hrs BV TV OS BE NH SS CH RS BW RT RL SW FHWTGE AK MLPGCC MK SKWKTOTAL

27 yr AVG 247 991546 23 823215635781218952 58 0193 0 5 1721 29 44 2208 0 6 24301

20252461243019 16 22128 319287 2 2077 81 0173 0 3 0 91 21 21 0158 0 2 6550

% of 2025

to Avg 100125 195 69264 55 20 5017 11141 0 89 0 63 0 13 72 48 0 76 0 36 27
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Nov Hrs BV TV OS BE NH SS CH RS BW RT SWFHWTHH GE AK ML PGCCMKWK UA TOTAL

7 yr Avg 192 832807 7 23158134127 4 869185 46 0 2 0 1 30 4 4 0 0 2 1 4489

20252221023256 2 48 98 59 54 0 487 60 44 0 1 0 1 20 12 2 0 0 2 1 4249

2025 as 

% of Avg 116124 116 27211 62 44 43 0 56 33 96 0 54 0140 66290 45 0 0 93100 95
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Season Hrs BV TV OS BE NH SS CH RS BW RT SW FHWTHHZTGE AK MLPGCC MK SK WKTOTAL

27 yr Avg 7721862702 59 18411259710673545401173330 1 10 2 0 1995 56 82 54563 95 12 58871

2025 8272266275 52 81268 650 551 4 8026166319 0 5 1 0 1161 50 34 15368147 7 22400

2025 as a 

% of Avg 107121 232 88438 65 25 5212 18 96 97 0 48 64 0 84 16 89 42 18 118155 59 38

28 yAvg


